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ON THE LAW. 
- (Continued from No, 3.) 

Havinc hitherto looked to that portion of the sacred scriptures commonly called 
the *J"\IF, we now come to the consideration of the sNSS3w AWN oral law, 
which is not, as is erroneously supposed by. those who seek to deny its authenticity 
and divine origin, another law added to the original one delivered from Sinai, 
but the same, or rather a continuation of it, which God in his infinite mercy gave 
as an explanation of what he had written by the hand of his servant Moses; and, 
therefore, whoever should dare to deny the necessity of the oral law in conformity 
with the observance of the precepts of divine tradition, exposes an ignorance of 
the fundamental principles of the }"\)f) itself. The Lord did not give to his people 
a clear and ‘succinct explanation in writing, of all the six hundred and thirteen 
precepts contained in the law; but to, render their meaning plain, he ‘gave to his 
servant Moses, by word of mouth, all the necessary expositions ; Moses taught 
them to Aaron and the elders, and through them were they regularly transmitted 
from generation to generation to the prophets—thence to the wise men who suc- 
ceeded them—and thence have they been circulated through all Israel. The 
precepts, statutes, and ordinances, affirmative and negative, were inscribed in. the 
law, the explanation of the sacred volume was verbal, and was given by the same 
Divine Legislator: for as man is at all times liable to err, either in practice. or 
specujation, therefore, that no misconception might arise, that no difficulty might 
present itself to the perfect understanding and fulfilment of the holy dispensation— 
the oral law as it is termed, from its having been spoken to Moses, was added to 
give the instructions and doctrines requisite for its due observance. On this 
subject the learned Orobio observes, ‘* thatit is but natural and reasonable for us 
to admit that God, who gave laws, judgments, and ceremonies to his people, 
must also have endowed them with precepts necessary to explain them and ensure 
their performance, so that man could not err.” The necessity of admitting this, 
though evident, will become, if possible, more so, when we examine into some of 
the FAYVA contained in the law. God commands that we should not work on 
the sabbath : but He does not then explain what is meant by work: that no man 
should go out ofhis place on the sabbath, but He does not state what this word place 
means, whether the room, the house, or the city. Three times in the law we find the 
command repeated ‘ Thou shalt not boil a kid in its mother’s milk;’ such a reiteration 
which is not even met with in the prolix details of man’s laws, would still less 
exist in the Divine dispensation, except it were intended to convey some hidden 
meaning, and if so, where is that meaning explained. Many similarly undefined 
commandments are contained in the law, the specification of which requires further 
illustration, and which we shall elucidate when treating on those command- 
ments as they arise. We conclude, therefore, that the!written law and the oral 
law are one; the precepts and their explanation, the body and ‘the soul. King 
Solomon observes in Proverbs “ For the commandment is a candle, and the law 


> 


is light; conveying thereby, that as the flame is inseparable from the substance 
that emits it, so the commands and their exposition are alike united; without the 
latter the former cannot exist; destroy one, and the other vanishes with it. 


Exposition of the portion ST}. Genises, chap. 47, v. 28. 


This portion opens with another instance of virtue on the part of Joseph, in bis 
promise of obedience to his father’s last request: in the simple act of respect to a 
parent’s wishes, there is nothing extraordinary, but in the case of Joseph it was 
different; he was now a ruler in Egypt, and had, by nourishing Jacob, become 
father to hitmicnbeit he did not on that account forget what was due to him; on the 
contrary, we find him, without reserve ‘or hésitation, immediately swearing to 


fulfil Jacob’s desire, although it was peihmps attended with danger, and certainly 


with difficulty; but to an obedient son this was nothing, VID MWY DIN 
no obstacle could possibly intervene to prevent his promising obedience, and we 
find he was rewarded for it. Jacob, whose long life of piety and resignation to 
the will of God was drawing to a close, felt, that ere he left the world, it was yet 
possible forim to be the humble instrument of the Almighty’s Will once more, 
‘and that in a way most grateful tohim. Joseph, whose dependance on heaven, and 
reliance in its mercy had never once wavered, was now te receive a greater 
reward than any yet bestowed on him; for whereas all his honours, being personaly 
would die with him, the blessing now about to be conferred, eould never be 
removed: he was about to be blessed through his children, and through their 
descendants for ever, What a gratifying task must this have been to Jacob, thus 
‘to die with Ged’s permission in his heart to sanction his blessing on the offspring 
of his favourite child. What a moment for Joseph, thus to feel a recognition of 
his upright conduct in the favours heaped on bis sons, 133 
“Thy two sons are mine, even as Reuben my first-born.” What a foretaste of the 
bliss of heaven was this to the patriarch, what a proof that piety never goes 
unrewarded. Joseph was to live among his brethren, not alone, as each of them 
did, but twice, once in Ephraim, and once in Menassah; nor was this, great as 
it is, all ; no—for through them was all Israel to be blessed. 


We learn from the verses just preceding the concluding section of this portion, to 
what remorse a crime, however long past, subjects us; for though the wicked 
intentions of Joseph’s brethren had been frustrated, and the greatest good had 
arisen from them, still they felt that they had not been the less guilty on that 
account; and now that their father was dead, and that the common bond that 
united Joseph to them was, as they imagined, broken, they feared lest he should 


retaliate on them, and destroy them; but no, Joseph took a nobler method of | 


repaying their wickedness ; he treated them kindly, and proved to them that to a 
good man there is no pleasure like the gratification that arises from the con- 


sciousness of having acted mercifully. The portion closes with the death of 
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Joseph; that he met death calmly there can be no doubt, for to him it had no 
terrors : blessed with children who might become what he had been---happy in the 
prosperity of his relations---and above all, cheered by the approval of heaven, he 
glided into the bosom of eternity as into a gentle sleep, and shaking off his mor- 
May the end ofall Israel be like to 
his---may they, by imitating him, deserve that it should be so. 


tality, flew to embrace bis ancestors above. 


ON PRAYER, 
Continued from our last. 


But in the time of Daniel, the language of the Israclites had become corrupted, 
their situation amidst strange nations had occasioned their elegant, comprehensive, 
and holy tongue to be in a great measure forgotten, insomuch that Nehemiah, a 
prophet of that period, complaining of the intermixture of marriages and corrupted 
language, says “ Their ehildren spake halfin the speech of Ashdod, and could 
not speak in the language of the Jews, but according to the language of the 
several people.” The mischievous tendency of this dereliction of the holy tongue 
was viewed with great grief by Ezra, the prophet, who, fearful lest the people 
would therewith neglect the holy worship; or when they did pray, would fail in 
proper terms of expression; determined, in conjunction with his conclave, to 
collect and to compose the prayers in the pure original form of the language. 
They were therefore arranged for daily use into specific portions, viz. those for 
morving PY and those for afternoon ; reference to the regular 
daily morning and evening sacrifices that had heretofore been offered in the tem- 
ple; as also an additional form AO} for those days on which additional sacri- 
fices had beet offered, such as the first day of each month f"F\F wr and of 
the festivals An evening service was likewise arranged in 
commemoration of the evening sacrifice, being all night allowed to remain at the 
altar, and was added as the concluding service for By. These 
prayers have continued to be used down to the present time. 


Ezra and his conclave, who performed this great word, were called : 


NDID wir 
* Men of the great assembly or synagogue.” The talmud Maimonides, and 
others state these to have consisted of at least one hundred and twenty persons of 
great piety and learning; among whom, were the prophets Hagai, Zachariah, 
Malachi, Ezra, Nehemiah, together with the famous Hananiah, Michael, and 
Ezariah, besides several other noted men, The latest survivor of this body, was 
Sunon the Just, the same-.high priest who is known to have come forth from 
Jerusalem in the sacred.vesiments, and to have been received with high reSpéct 
and veneration by Alexander the Great. It is evident, therefore, that “this holy 


liturgy was commenced to be framed during the Babylonian captivity ; for. we. 


know that IHagai’s prophecy was pronounced in the year of the world, 3408; that 
Ezra went up to the building of the second temple in 3408; that Simon the 
Just, called Jaddua by Josephus, met Alexander the Great in 3448; hence it 
certainly was used previously to the commencement, and established throughout 
the whole period of the second temple, after the destruction of which, it was 
persevered in by the dispersed nation, and is the same, together with several 
formule subsequently added, that is in universal use at this day. 


CHARITY AND BENBVOLENCE CONSIDERED IN THEIR RELATIVE 
POSITION WITH SACRED AND PROFANE HISTORY. 


— 


BY J.D. 


LETTER I. 


The following remarks were originally committed to paper with a view of com- 
bining them in the form ofa lecture, which circumstances ultimately prevented 
the delivery of ; they will, therefore, in their present form, be found to partake of 
that hurried style which is usually attendant upon any composition intended for 
oral delivery, and it will not be presumed that they should penetrate so elaborately 
into the subject they engross as their title would seem to indicate, Should the 
reader, however, find sufficient information by the perusal of them, to compensate 
him for the sacrifice of his time, he will perhaps set aside with an indulgent 
feeling those superfluous and cumbersome portions which his own penetration 
into the human heart may render uncalled for, and conclude that such parts 
instead of being written to obtrude themselves on his particular notice, were only 
introduced to meet other tastes, as well as to meet the extent of all intellectual 


capacities. The responsibility which devolves upon either a lecturer or writer 
who attempts to promulgate opinions of his own upon any great or public prin- 
ciple, is of great importance to himself, as well as to the receiver of his opinions, 
and a material distinction is to be made in the consequences resulting from such 
responsibility either to the one or the other. Firstly, it is in the power of the 
receiver of those opinions, judiciously to select such as may- be most in accordance 
with his own views of the subject; still, as there may be many circumstances 
operating to influence the minds of any assembly, or of readers in general, to 
adoptthe opinions publicly submitted to them, it becomes the imperative duty of 
a lecturer, Or writer upon any subject, to be firmly convinced of the propriety and 
correctness of the conclusions ‘arrived at in his arguments, prior to risking the 
ordeal of public criticism; and yet, after all, opinions spring up only from nature, 
and if fundamentally wrong, there is no ingenuity of argument can disguise their 
error, nor can any authority of the controvertist conceal the laboured efforts of 
sophism contained in the specious allurements of his category: if, on the other 
hand, opinions convey with their advancement self evidence of their purity and 
truth, simplicity of narration will not detract from their real merit and utility, 
nor in any way defeat the power of their influence. And here let us further 
digress while we examine two important reasons why the doctrines maintained by 
a publie writer or lecturer are influential, and are, therefore, adopted by those 
who take the trouble to become acquainted with them; the one exists in the 
power of the mind to form a correct judgment for itself of the propriety of such 
opinions, and thereby to become at once convinced, by its own corroborative 
evidence, of their undeniable truth, while the other arises-from the total absence 
of this power of judgment being supplied by an excitement of the confidence 
we are disposed to place in the source from whence such opinions emanate; but 
then it must be borne in mind that such confidence should be allowed to 
predominate only where it is obviously perceptible that the motive of the indi- 
vidual anxious to produce a satisfactory result to his fxertions, be in all respects 
justified by the means pursued by him to attain his end, and that both be equally 
founded apon the basis of the same just principle. The greatest objects have been 
marred by the baseness of the operations which have been employed to procure their 
success: the most charitable and praiseworthy results have been deprived of part 
of their lustre by the want of principle and feeling in the means by which they have 
been brought about; and it is when placed under such circumstances that the con- 
sequences differ between the writing of arguments on tie one side and the perusal 
of them on the other; the reasoning therein contained, while confined within its 
own storehouse of invention, may be comparatively harmless, but in extending 
its influence over the minds ofa public body, under any feeling beyond its purity 
of intention, either defeata the utility and goodness of their object, or being 
maturely understuod by the attentive reader brings shame and confusion on their 
promulgator. The subject before us is, however, fortunate in its nature, because 
it is nowise exposed to the bickerings of contrary feelings ; partaking, as it were, 
of the character of a mere fireside homily, and expressive only of the sentiments 
of one united family warmly.devoted to a universal cause of admiration ; and upon 
this merit alone let our readers proceed with us. 


(To be continued.) 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 
Sir, 


The epoch has arrived which makes it imperative on every Israelite who has the 


- love and fear of the Almighty at heart, to unite and be firm in maintaining His holy 


religion and its rites (as transmitted to us by the hands of Moses the prophet, of 
blessed memory) which have been preserved inviolate for so many thousands of 
years. Our law is divided into two parts, written and oral, and it is impossible to 
observe the one without strictly adhering to the other, I am fully borne out in this 
assertion, by the fact, that we should not have been able to understand the 
ordinances of the Tephelin, Mesuzas, and many others, were it not for the explana- 
tion of them given in the oral law. Among such of my brethren as have studied 
these things, there can be but one opinion; but when we find some individuals (1 
am happy to say but a few) who intend to deny the divine origin of the oral law, 
and thereby disturb the unanimity which has so long existed among us, it becomes 
my duty, and the duty of every man to endeavour to convince them of their errors, 
in the hopes of reclaiming them ere they commit themselves irrecoverably : for 
while 1 am willing to give them full credit for acting from conscientious motives, 
it is but just to claim from them an allowance that we are actuated by the same 
feelings, and not by any personal enmity or party spirit engendered by passion and 
inflamed by interest; far from it, many of those who have thus seceded from 
among us, are men who have been distinguished among the most zealous for the 
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welfare of that very congregation from which they have now separated themselres- 
But, Sir, 1 feel convinced they have been misguided, and have not fully con- 
sidered the evil consequences that must ensue if they persist in withdrawing 
themselves from, I may say, the bosom of the whole house of Israel—for this 
they must do so soon as they abrogate any of our ancient and time-honoured 
ceremonies, for they will thus form a new sect of Jews (or rather, perhaps, of 
Christian Hebrews) and will stamp the name of Israel with a stigma that its 
enemies were never able to brand it with. Christians have long been looking 
forward for this event, and now that it has arrived, how joyously do they hail it. 
But shall it be said, as it will be, that for the mere sake of gratifying an un- 
necessary desire for rest, for the sake of abridging our communion with God, by 
shortening our prayers, and decreasing the duration of His holy festivals, for the 
purpose of additional, to seek after wealth, that for motives like these men shall 
be said to have encroached on the doctrines of a religion, that has forced admira- 
tion and respect from those of every faith, among ‘whom, civilization and the love 
of God have been disseminated. No! there is yet, I hope, time to avoid so 
great a reproach, and I fervently pray it may be properl} employed. 


With regard to our formule and liturgy, although a curtailment of them might, 
perhaps, by some, be thought desirable, surely (to use a mild term) it is absurd 
for a single layman to take upon himself the authority of forming a new set of 
prayers, without the sanction of any ecclesiastical body; how can he expect any 
community to receive and conform to his doctrines when he has no power delegated 
to him to form them? Jews in all parts of the world have one fixed universal 
service, and_code of ceremonies, which can only be altered by competent and 
recognized authority ; and where are the divines of the present day to be put in 
competition with those learned sages and prophets who composed our’ present 
prayers, of which, it is the height of presumption for a layman to seek to disturb 
the order, and that, as it is asserted, chiefly for the purpose of limiting the time 
of service. Is it not a mistaken notion to suppose this necessary’? Surely we, who 
every moment of our lives receive such innumerable blessings from the Almighty, 
ought not to think it a sacrifice.of time, or too laborious to devote three or four, 
(or even more) hours a day, to the worship of our Creator. Woe to us! if He were 
to limit the kindness we at all times receive at his hands. What should we be? 
How could we exist, still less enjoy life without His aid ? And here it will perhaps 
not be out of place to quote a comment on chap. 5, v" 2, of Proverbs; made by 
that great and erudite sage, Rabbi Joseph Albo, “ Be not rash with thy mouth, 
and let not thy heart be hasty to utter any thing before God; for God is in heaven, 
and thou art upon earth.” It is thus explained—“ Do not rashly and conceitedly 
depart from those set forms of prayers which wise and pious men have established 
on the authority of Holy writ, and the warrant of the prophets and priests: do 
not let thy vanity and self-esteem tempt thee to substitute the crude conceptions 
of thine own feeble mind, or to prefer them to the liturgy established by men 
wiser and more pious than thou art: for remember, thou art on earth; thy 
faculties are finite, thy ideas terrestrial; thy whole being is earthly, and therefore 
art thou utterly incapable to understand the attributes of the Almighty, or to 
form prayers worthy to be addressed to that Being who is all bounty, greatness, 
wisdom and perfection.” 


With the opinion of so eminent a divine in my favor, I think I am fully justified 
in the assertion that our present liturgy cannot be altered for want of a body of 
individuals competent to effect the alteration; did I deem it necessary, I could, 
L think, without much difficulty show that no change can be necessary, and that 
the prayers which so many thousands of our wise forefathers have deemed appro- 
priate and requisite, are not to be abridged, abrogated, and expunged by the 
caprice or folly of a mere boy, whose very proceedings have proved what [ always 
suspected from the first moment I heard: of his presumptuous undertaking, viz., 
that he has interfered with a language he could not understand, and meddled with 

prayers he could never appreciate. In every community the voice of the majority 
must ever be followed in preference to that of the few,’ if. we admit this, we at 
once allow that our holy religion, in all its bearings, as established by the 
Almighty himself, and arranged by the great Sanhedrim, is the one we vught to 
follow, contenting ourselves with the belief that has been handed down to us, 
and taking the mishna and the talmud as the basis of our ceremonies and rites, 
This, as Jews, we are bound to do, and it is not less incumbent upon us to 
respect the precepts and doctrines of our learned rabbies given in explanation of 
the oral law, in conformity with what God has written in Deuteronomy, chap. 17, 
verse 14 to 21. 3 

Let us then hope, that the few dissenters from our congregations will pause and 
reflect ere they blindly follow their incompetent spiritual director, and abolish our 
ancient customs, which, like the veil around the beauty, have made the holiness 


they shaded more respected and revered ; let us trust that they will consider the 
evil they are about to introduce into a nation which has ever been as remarkable 
for the unity that has prevailed in it, as for the sacred and divine character of its 
religion, and which has always been looked upon as a peculiar nation, a holy 
people, the chosen of God. 


May the Holy One of Israel, in his infinite mercy, turn the hearts of these 
non-conformists, and inclise them to the path of religion, to come again into the 
society of their brethren, who, Iam certain, would be but too happy to receive 
them, and willing to use every means of conciliation that is consistent with the 
conscientious discharge of their duties to heaven. or that may tend to render our 
worship more devout, our supplications more fervent: then may we use the words 
of the royal psalmist “ Not unto us, O Lord, but unto Thy name give glory, for 
Thy mercies and for Thy truth.” . 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
M, 


‘THE BIRMINGHAM PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY. 


The members of this society celebrated their anniversary dinner.on the 15th 
instant, and we regret much that press of matter prevents our giving a detail of the 
proceedings, as well as of the excellent speeches made on the occasion. 


Mr. P. Phillips, as chairman, advocated the claims of the institution in feeling 
and eloquent terms, and was followed by the Rev. M. J. Raphael, Mr. Lewison, 
Aldermen Phillips and Butler, Mr. Councillor Stone, Mr. W. Lewin, and many 
other friends who had met to afford their united support towards the laudable 
objects of their charity, which, although established for the relief of Jews, had 
still looked on all men in the light of brothers, and had extended its means of 
We trust that the excellent 
exertions of the managers on this occasion were rewarded with an ample surplus 
with which to augment the funds of so praiseworthy a society. 


relief in some instances to deserving Christians. 


The Rev. M. J. Raphael’s excellent speech, and the examination of the Hebrew 
School, in our next. 


The annual meeting of the rate-payers of the Spanish and Portuguese Con- 
gregation was held on Sunday last, the 6th Tebet, 5602, and was numerously 
attended. Sir Moses Montefiore was unanimously requested to take the chair, 
and cordially accepted the same. , 


The report of the elders of the congregation, of their proceeding for the past 
year, together with a statement of the income and expenditure, was laid before 
the meeting, and gave unanimous satisfaction; and a vote of thanks was directed 
to be transmitted to thesé gentlemen in acknowledgment of the same. A report 
was also read from a committee appointed to consider the practicability of establish- 
ing a branch synagogue westward ; the meeting in acknowledging the energetic 
efforts used by that cominittee, inorder to preserve unanimity among the members of 
the congregation, recorded its feelings of regret that the committee had failed in the 
establishment of t! e object of its appointment ; and subsequently moved a resolution 
of their humble reliance on the mercies and beneficence of the Almighty, under 
which they still cleaved to the hope that his ever watchful care for the preservation 
of his chosen people, would lead to a conviction of their error those misguided 
few who were continuing to act in opposition to the united declaration of the 
several Jewish congregations ; concluding in these terms, “and this meeting will 
hail with the greatest satisfaction the return of those individuals to a right feeling 
and understanding of their present position, and in thus expressing their hopes and 
wishes of such return, trusts that as regards their lamentable differences, this 
will be the last duty the meeting will have to perform. After some further inci- 
dental business, it was. unanimously resolved that the thanks of the meeting be 
given to Sir Moses Montetiore, for his able and impartial conduct in the chair, 
and the meeting adjourned, | 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 
Liverpoor, Dec. 5602. 
Sir,—The growing desire among our nation for English Lectures in the 
Synagogue, is a gratifying proof of the march of mind among our nation. Time 
was when the very introduction of the English language in the ordinary course 
of education was considered a profanation. Yet, delightful as it is to see this 
impetus, it must be admitted that the wish is more easily expressed than the 
accomplishment fulfilled. The education of our youth has not hitherto been 
directed to this end—as the opportunity for the exercise of theological: talent not 
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having hitherto existed in this country, few have sought to acquire it. There is 
no doubt but that the next generation may be better qualified in this respect ; in 
the mean time as all may do something towards a good cause, I purpose sending 
you from time to time sketches or skeletons of lectures adapted to our peculiar 
views, Which may be useful practice for theological aspirants to embody into 
regular discourses. Having found this system efficacious, I send you enclosed a 
sketch, which on your approval shall be occasionally followed by others, accom- 
panied with remarks to aid the youthful student, 
Your sincere well-wisher, 
A. 
: Subjects for Mo: al ond Relig ‘ous Discourses. 

No. 1.—The necessity of a preparation before teaching the principles of 
For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and 
to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.”—Fzra vil. 

| ARGUMENT. 

The desire of all mankind to attain a knowledge of good; whence that desire 
springs; by whom implanted; for what purpose; its gradual development ; its 
ultimate end. How is ignorance to be instructed? Proposed character of the 
teacher ; how that character is to be attained. 

Nature is not sufficient guide unassisted: limited effects of natural religion. 
Character of teacher continued ; modes of imparting information to be suited to 
circumstances and disposition. Precepts must be accompanied by practice. 

Objections argued: 1. The practice of certain virtues in one man may in 
another be difficult to perform. 2. Again they may estrange him from advantages. 
Reply 1. Fach according to his means. 2. Worldly ties that militate against 

(Juestion. —Is it incumbent on all men to inculcate morality, 
Answer.—Al]l men may in their several stattons co-operate to 
the end proposed; a fitting time should be chosen. Ancient philosophers 
referre! to. The early patriarchs our first_teachers, &c. Kc. 


virtue are injurious. 
and at all times ? 


JEWS’ FREE SCHOOL, HAMBRO’. | 

On the 24th November, 1815, Herr Jacob Oppenheimer summoned the following 
centlemen, members of the Jewish Community, to meet him, namely, Herr 
Adolph ‘Embden, Herr M. J. Bresslau, Herr Selig Assur, Herr E. Michaelis, 
Herr M. F. Hilda, and Herr S. I. Frankel, and informed them that Mr. Lyon 
Abraham Goldsmid, of London, the brother and executor of the late Herr Baruch 
Abraham Goldsmid, had in hand an amount of £2,000, (equal to 28,963 marks 
hanco,) bequeathed by the latter towards the establishment of a Free School, for 
the children of the Jewish poor of Hambro’ ; and that it was his wish in order to 
raise a lasting monument to the memory of his departed brother, that the amount 
of 8963 marks hanco should be appropriated to the establishment and support of 
the intended Institution for the three first years; and that the surplus of 20,000 
marks be set apart as an accumulating fund, the interest on/y of which should be 
at the disposal of the directors for the time being; trusting for the remaining 
requisite. sum to the liberal and willing support of the imhabitants. Herr 
Oppenheimer, under.these circumstances, requested the above named gentlemen to 
consider and reflect as to the best mode of proceeding; and suggested that the 
centlemen present.should constitute themselves the directors of the Institution, 
and that application should be made to the Town Council, for the confirmation of 
their measures. "This was unanimously agreed to, and it was also decided that 
this academy should be denominated “ Israelitische Freischule ;” (Jews’ Free 
School) and Herr Michaelis, who had on several occasions signalized himself, 
and who had partly prepared: a plan for a like Institution, was requested to com- 
plete his design, and when finished to communicate with the other gentlemen 
accoidingly. Such was the origin of this Charity, and the present prosperity of 
which we spoke of a short time since. . 3 

A Festival of considerable importance and signification took place here on the 
13th of November, being a sequel to the great jubilee of the Free School. A 
limited number of the former pupils of Dr. Aley, assembled in the school house, 
(among whom were many ladies who had. received religious instruction of the 
doctor), for the purpose of presenting him with a costly and superb mark of their 
esteem, Which had been procured by a subscription raised amongst two hundred 


of his pupils. This elegant present consists of a painting splendidly executed by-~ 


Professor Oppenheim, at Frankfort; the subject being the departure of Moses 
from the Israelites, embellished with a rich frame and suitable inscription. The 
doctor was addressed by one of his late pupils, and in an eloquent reply 
acknowledged the compliment conferred on his exertions ; after which the party 
were invited to partake of a suitable repast in the doctor’s house, where every 
attention was used to increase the happiness and hilarity of the entertainment 


—_ 


SCRAPS FROM ANTIQUITY.—No. 2. 

The high degree of esteem which the Jewish physicians enjoyed in the middle 
ages, when they served as mediators between Jews and Christians, is universally 
known: nor is there any doubt that considering the state of the science of 
physics, many talented and experienced men were to be met with amongst them. 
Both in the east, and west, Jews held the offices of private physicians at the courts 
of sovereign princes, and even so jate as the sixteenth century, two Jews, Vitale 
Aletino, and Theodore de Saceedoti were employed by Pope Julian II]. in the 
same capacity. Several of them have also bequeathed written documents of their 
own composition, or compilation ; of which, however, few only have been pub- 
lished. There exists one of these works, entitled DNF WIS “ The Treasure 
of Life,” printed at Venice, in the year 1683. It is divided into books, and is 
composed in the form of a catechism. It containsa kind of pathology, and the 
doctrine of external and internal remedies : also an explanation of the Dietetics, 
prescribed by Maimonides. At the end of the second book, in which the author, 
Jacob Zahalon, treats of fevers, he gives a short description of Reme and its 
condition, while the pestilence raged there in 1651. (This Jacob Zahalon was 
born 1630, and was at one period, teacher in the Synagogue of Ferrara, but he 
subsequently apphed himself to the study of physic: he died 1693). 

It is not less remarkable, how flourishing a business in the dyjng trade was 
carried on among the Jews in the middle ages. Sixteen Jewish dyers resided at 
Brindisi, in the kingdom of Naples. This account we derive from Benjamin 


 Tudelas, FPN, a little work containing many fables and legends ; but giving 


in the form of notes, very valuable information concerning the then state of the 
Jews in various countries. Jewish silk weavers lived at- Thebes in Greece. At 
Jerusalem, the Jews tenanted of the king a building for carrying on the business 
of dyers, on condition that none other than themselves should be permitted to 
exercise the trade. We likewise find, that at Beneventum, in Italy, the taxes of 
the Jews which formed a portion of the revenue of the Popes in the eleventh 


century, were levied on them as dyers. In the middle ages frequent mention is 


made of the Zinctus of the Jews, although even monarchs themselves carried on 
the business on their own account. The art of writing, which at that time was so 
little spread, that he who understood it was looked upon as a clever man, was 


amidst all their sufferings preserved among the Jews, who could also enumerate, 
amon: them engravers of letters and designs. 


A TALE, 
(Continued from No. 5.) 

[t is sad and blighting to be obliged to bécome habituated to any separation, 
but it is ten times more sorrowful to wake up the mind to part with the bright 
engaging dreams of our youthful years, and to place ourselves- under a harsher 
director than the visions of boyhood; to follow with him a barren and a sunless 
path, where before we had been wandering amid gardens interminable of sweet 
summer flowers, uncontaminated by communion with aught Jess pure than their 
fragrance, unsullied by contact With a ruder and more bitter world than in our 
young dreams we have created. Jn general, it is true the wise benificence of a 
watchful providence, has ordained that we should not lose all at once, but that 


our phantasies and visions like the many light-hearted friends of infaney, should 


either be abandoned for others, or fade from our side one by one, like the morning 


mis's before the sun, till all are gone: and we scarcely note which was the last, 
so imperceptibly have they vanished. But there are times when all, even to one, 
are snatched from us together; when the first that we lose is the brightest and 
best, and the separation is clear, defined, and terrible. So it was with me; till 


now life had been a romance of happiness and love~now what was it? No tale of 


horror was halt so terrible. A patricide—an apostate—an outcast—what a lot 


was mine, But! bowed with humility to the rod that had smote me, and now 
that sanity was restored, and the first wild effervescence of passion abated, 1 felt: 
that reflection on the past could but embitter the future, and turn me from the 
path of repentance [intended to tread. I had never, in heart, for one moment 
wavered from a firm belief in the Jewish religion, and I consequently considered 
my secession from it ‘as a part of the frenzy under whose dominion I had so 
lately raved. I was againa Jew, and the memory of that ceremony has often 
aroused me since, it has left no trace behind, and I have learned to view it rather 
as a dream than a reality. 

My first visit on my recovery was to my father’s) lawyer ; from him I learned 
that L had been left heir to the bulk of his property, and was consequently inde- 
pendent. My inquiries about my mother and sister were not so satisfactory ; 
they had left Londen within a month of my disappearance, and no one knew 
whither they had fled to hide their sorrow and shame. My dear mother, let thy 
repentant and long-suffering son, here pay the tribute due to thy memory. When 
was mother like thee? When was maternal affection (so beautiful a love that it 
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seems a remnant of the blessings of Eden) so displayed 1s in thy tenderness for 
me? Wretch that I am, what fiend could havé sway. me, that, I could in a 
moment forget long, long years of watchful care and anxious hopes never to be 
realized. Alas! I am indeed cursed of God and man, or I had never forsaken 
tee, mother. I see thee now, when I have been praised, or when my good 
qualities have been lauded, with thy gentle eyes bathed in tears of joy, and all 
the mother’s soul (woke into the consciousness of the success of thine instruction) 


beaming from thy countenance. I behold thy regard, half love, half reproach, 


when my boyish folly has displeased thee, and thou wouldst try in vain to frame 
a frown, and chide, but kiss me all the while. Ob, that I should have brought 
disgrace on thy grey hairs, and “‘ sent thee down in sadness to the grave,” 

[ resolved to quit England, to wander over the wide world, doing good to 
mankind, upholding the great cause of religion and love of God, and thus endea- 
your to atone for the past. Still, ere I left, it might be for ever, the land of my 
birth, ere its white shores, losing themselves in the obscure distance, should fade 
from my sight for ever, I would once more pass that house, 1 would once more 
see the walls, within which was the destroying, but still loved one, Louisa. For 
weeks Ll essayed to reach the street, but in vain; my limbs refused to bear me to 
it. [ could not view, unmoved, the place which had been to me a heaven, and a 
hell—and_ see, perhaps, her form, knowing her lost to me.’ Oh! how I loved 
her, even then, when though her lfe’s page had been blotted and withered, its 
hopes scattered, its visions destroyed ; how did memory cling to her, fascinated 
beyond power to withdraw itself? I prayed day and night for strength to fulfil 
this my last wish, and it was at length granted. [t was a joyous day in May, 
young Spring, like a bride gliding into the arms of her lover, Summer, had decked 
herself in loveliness and smiles ; all nature was radiant with her beauty, and every 
heart should have expanded beneath its influence. Mine, alas! was cold, and 
chill: a presentiment of evil, which I in vain endeavoured to shake off, oppressed 


me. I felt I should suffer, and fancy conjured up death in all its terrors, to 


unnerve me. | arrived in the street—was before the house—see, it was adorned to 
receive me, my presentiment was. false ; servants with white favours were at the 
doors ; carriages with like decorations in waiting. There was a marriage—bher 
brother’s, perhaps—I would approach, and mingling with the crowd, learn some 
particulars, Graciousheaven! What! Was that Louisa in the hall bidding farewell 
to her mother, both in tears, and beside them with his arm round her, a stranger ? 
—could she be a bride? Wark, he speaks, *‘ Adieu, Mother, fear not that Louisa 
will be well cared for; come my love.’ Her mother replies, ‘‘ Bless you, bless 
you both, my children, may you be happy.” Happy! her children! my sus- 
picions were true; Lodisa had forgotten me, was another’s—who was false now ? 
ah! ah! How I prayed for her prosperity. See, she has crossed the threshold, is 
on the steps, her arm linked in her husband’s, her eyes turned on him, all confi- 
dence and trust, Oh! that I had a dagger to strike him to the earth a corpse. 
Oh! that I were a spirit—a hell, to consume them—a whirlwind to blast them 
into dust; she is at the carriage door, has turned to take a last long lingering look 
it her early home, and is about to enter the vehicle that is to convey her to her 
husband’s. He is preparing to assist her, when suddenly I rush forward; and 
with fury flashing from my eyes, dash him away, and take her-hand. She was 
startled, and at first did not recognize in the haggard maniac before her, the 
centleness she had been used to see in me; but memory quickly recalled my 
features, and with a shudder she fainted in my arms: and there, in the eyes of 
tue world—with her- husband gazing in stupified astonishment—the servants 
aghast—the crowd bewildered—there lay Louisa, the fair, the beautiful, the 
beloved ; and there thundering in her ears roared I, the maddened victim of her 
talsehood. “ False to his God.” Who now is false? ,Traitress'! curse thee ! 
blight fall on thy young years, despair shroud thine age. May love fade into 
hate, lope to disappointment! False one, blindly, devotedly adored, live to 


remember the wreck you have made me,” One look, one kiss, and yielding her | 


io my rival, 1 flew from the spot, and none dared to stop me. Like a seared 
lird, rushed I along, distance seemed diminished into nothing ; lightning sped 
from the avenging hand of providence ne’er darted so swiftly on its headlong 
career. Crowds turned to gaze after me, some called thief, some cried a madman 
but 1 heeded them not, they sought not to stay me. I was striving to hurry 
‘rom my own thoughts, but .aey clung to me tenaciously, and I could not check 
their maddening tendency. I prayed, I craved for calm, for I now dreaded lest 
| might again become a maniac ; and God heard my voice, I was rescued to save 
alife. A child heedlessly playing by the road-side had strayed a few yards from 
its mother, and was absorbed in watching the playing of a dog ; suddenly a horse 
at hand took fright, and darting off at full speed, was within a few steps of the 
.ufant, who was smiling unconscious of its danger. Shrieks arose, the mother, 
a witness to the peril of her offspring, cried aloud to save her child, but none 


| 


i 


devise means to the best of their judgment to remedy them. 


dared, none could advance; the animal was almost on the boy’s head, when 
attracted by the noise, I, who was hurrying past, seized the frightened horse by 
the mane, and by the suddenness of the action stopped it. I waited not to see 
the result of this interference, but turned away, anxious to avoid the thanks that 
I knew would be heaped upon me. I was now cool, a new current had been 
given to my thoughts, I dwelt no longer on Louisa, but thanked Heaven for the life 
I had saved ; and wept. 

Within three weeks from that date, with a fair wind and bent sails I was under 
weigh for India; I had made my will, leaving all my property, in case died, to 
my sister, provided she married a Jew, otherwise it was to be distributed among 
our charitable institutions. The land was fast fading in the darkness and distance, 
and many were the eyes that were strained to catch a last glimpse of it: but our 
gallant vessel, like a young fawn, bounded on her way, and we were soon on the 
broad ocean. Many, and many a time since then, have 1 pacedthe deck of a ship 
upon the blue sea, and have strived to read my lesson from its majesty and power. 
I have seen in every wave the work of God, and heard in its awful roar the echo 
of His praise ; 1 have witnessed it glittering like liquid gold ‘neath the meridian 
rays of a vertical sun, and spangled with silver by the myriads of the stars. I 
have beheld it calm and smooth as the gentle sleep of infancy, and have looked 
on its tremendous heavings in the howl and fury of the whirlwind, when every 
blast seemed impregnated with strength to annihilate the world, but in all have | 
recognized the same Almighty hand, and from all have I learned adoration, love, 
and devotion. | 

(To be Continued.) 


MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE WESTERN SYNAGOGUE. 
(from a Correspondent.) 

A Special General Meeting of the members and seat holders of the western 
Synagogue, St. Alban’s Place, St. James's, was held at the vestry room of that 
congregation on Sunday Morning last, John Salmon, Esq., in the chair. The meet- 
ing was numerously and respectably attended. Mr. Charles, Salaman, a member 
of the committee, addressed the assembly at some length upon the abuses that 
at present exist in this place of worship during divine service. He wished it to 
be distinctly understood that it was not for the purpose of setting aside any one 
of our ancient and religious institutions, any religious and devotional custom, that 
he appeared before them ; but it was the abuses of those institutions to which he 
proposed to call their attention. As we believe it to be the intention of the author 
to_print. his address for distribution-amongst the members of his congregation, we 
shall at present abstain from entering further into the details which it sets forth. 
Mr. Salaman ended by moving the following resolution, which was carried unani- 
mously : “That a Sub-Committee be appointed to take into their earliest conside- 
ration the many abuses that at present exist in our house of prayer, and that they 
That they also 
consider the irregularity which prevails at our funerals, and that the said committee 
report thereon to a special general meeting of this congregation, to be early 
convened for that  purpose.. “That with a view to introduce into the 
Synagogue that decorum befitting a house devoted to the service of God, the 
committee be empowered to take into their consideration an alteration and amend- 
ment of the present finanical arrangements, in order to ensure a more efficient 
annual income.”’ 

Messrs. Aaron Asher Goldsmid, Philip Salomon, Russell,-B. Solomons, Victor 
Abrahams, N. Defries, J. W. Selomon, Durlacher, Johnson, Aarons, and S. K. 
Salaman severally addressed the meeting. It was moved, and seconded, that the 
address of Mr. Charles Salaman be received and placed on the minutes of the 
meeting. The sub-committee were then chosen, thanks were given to the Chair- 
man for his gentlemanly and impartial couduct in the chair; and the meeting 
broke up. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The anniversary dinner of the new Synagogue was celebrated on Sunday last, 
in the chambers; the donations of which fully gratified the expectations we 
formed of them; Moss Lyons, Esq., presided. The good feeling and harmony 
which prevailed on this occasion were very conspicuous, and contributed not a 


little to the pleasure of the evening, AW AD 
=“ 0] ONS Faw The healths of the Queen, and the other branches of 


the Royal Family, were hcanily responded to. David Salomons, Esq,, in a very 
able speech replied to the toast, “The heal th of D. Salomons, Esq.” “ Prosperity 
to the New Synagogue,” and several other toasts followed, and the meeting 
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separated after a high) delightful meeting. This being the day on which the 
Synagogue pay their annual accounts, we are happy to state 


members of the New 


chat the amount receive ve ample proof of the spirit of liberality which per- a restraint in the choice of members to form the new chamber of deputies. 
vades the congregation, many of the inflyential members of were unfortu- Mendolchan, theaminens compcect and on the 
nately prevented from being present by iflness and domestic affliction. fe 


THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


Luxemperc.—The new fundamental law of the grand duchy does notin any 
way restrict the privileges of naturalized subjects; religious tenets are in nowise 


tisement sheet to No. 5. We have already referred to the subject, and hope that — 
the appeal made by Mr. Oppenheim will not be in vain. The ae 
to the-acquirement of a good English education among our humbler rethren, 1s 
the influence of that example which is set the child without the walls of our 


- 


8th instant, in this city, the performance of an elaborate piece of music, composed 
by himself, in which there were employed the astonishing number of One Thousand 
We beg to draw the attention of our a a letter published in our adver- and Eighty Performers in the orchestra constituted for the occasion. 


present institutions. Remove this, let a boy be quite separated from all that can synagogues. 


tend to militate against the precepts of his teachers , in fact, let him be made an 
inmate of the wD MVD and the visible benefits resulting will at once 
prove the inestimable advantages of the plan. | 


al obstacle | PurLaDELPHra.—lIn the United states, the number of Jews existing at the 
present time, is 64,000 ; and the number of synagogues 59: whereas, in the year 
1805 the comparative numbers were 4500 Jewish souls, and only nineteen 


A Lecture was delivered on Saturday week, in the Hambro’ Synagogue by the 
Rev. Mr. Myers; The subjects introduced by the learned gentleman are too 
numerous for us to dilate on. The story of “ The Feast of Dedication,” was 
beautifully alluded to, as was likewise our future return to our own land; indeed, 
as a whole, we consider the sermon one of the most impressive we ever remember 
to have heard, reflecting credit on the erudition of the Lecturer, and the attention 


displayed by his numerous auditors, 


Marseitts.—The choir of the synagogue here was accompanied, on the second 
day of the feast of Tabernacles, by an organ; and it is intended that confirmations 
; shall in future be introduced. The Chief Rabbi prepared the congregation for this 
novelty and system of reform, by addressing them in an appropriate discourse 
upon the subject, on Yom Kipur last. 


From a Correspondent—Ovx, Friday, during the “ Feast of Dedication,’ the 
young ladies of Miss Gomes’s establishment distributed their annual allowance 
of bread and meat for Hanucalh to seven poor families; the cost is defrayed from 
a charitable fund formed by the excellent head of the school; as 1s also the 
expense of clothing one poor girl every new year and passover. 


- 


becoming acquainted with it. 


(From our own Correspondent) Brritn.—We learn from a very authentic 
source, that the learned editor of the Travels of Benjamin Tudelas, Mr. Asher, is 
going to prepare another volume of this highl 
much esteemed by all the learned of the age. 
| by such eminent men as Dr. Zunz and Dr. Lehmann, and the great geographer, 
= Carl Ritter, the work will become a source of evidence by the light it will throw 

| upon the -travels of Tudelas, which, until 


valuable and interesting work, so 
such hands as Mr. Asher’s, assisted 


present time, have been 
viewed as fictitious. Our readers ough} to be aware that it is written by Mr. Asher, 
in English, which renders its information accessible to all who may be desirous of 


Rabbi Aaron will delivera Lecture to-morrow, Saturday, in the great Synagogue 


hall at one o'clock, 


Genises, chap. 47, verse 28, 


| 
| becoming acquainted with i 
| 
| 
| 


We have much pleasure in announcing the following additional subscriptidys Monday, 
tothe Evening-Schoel for Adult Jewish Females: E. E. Micholls, Esq., £1. | ‘I uesday 
‘Mrs. Micholls, Miss Micholls,; Miss Da Costa, 10s. 6d.; Alfred Davis, Esq., || Wednesday 


>_> 


E. E. Micholls, Esq., distributed this week three hundred and eighty sacks of | 
coals, being the quantity he annually gives to deserving poor families. 


CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK. 
Saturday 12th,—Tebeth December 25th, Section of Law to be read SP} 
Hlaphtoroth,1 Kings, chap, 2, ver. 1, 
Time of Sabbath going out—25 min, to 5. | 


Tebeth 13th, December 26th 


Friday—-Sabbath half-past 3.......... 


their protecting care.’ 


church. 


= 
Mr. Solomon Jacobs delivered a lecture on Saturday last in the hall of the Great | , 7 . 
Synagogue. regret that our limits will not permit us to give the whole of the || Myo means to bind; NID means a wild mar 
also an ouran outang; denotes a pause to call the attention ; = 5r to 


separate, to drag apart. Daniel is not of the first order of prophets. 
Solomon was 12 years old when he ascended the throne. 


discourse, which was throughout indicative of the highest talent and knowledge ; 
indeed, we scarcely ever remember to have heard a religious lecture that spoke 
more home to our feelings ; one idea, in particular, with regard to the component 
parts of a man, struck us as being singularly beautiful. Theaudience, which was 
very num¢rous, appeared to be of the same opinion that we were, with regard to 
the merits of the lecturer; who being about to devote some of his time to instruc- 
-tiou in Hebrew, will, we hope, meet with the success he deserves. 


pts 393 Jews’ Hospirar, Mire Exp Roan.—We have much gratification 


them in Hebrew would be 


acknowledge. 


we have extracted from it. 
— I, S’s. article is inadmissible. 


in informing our readers that under the influence of the Messrs. De Rothschild, L. Q. is thanked: 


wnd by the exertions of Mr. Aaron Joseph, the Treasurer of the Jews’ Hos 
that the president elect of that institution is Mr 
President elect, are Messrs. S. Walley, and Hannanel De Castro. 
pleased with the manner in which the Youth, an inmate of the above, rea: 
in the Hamboro’ Synagogue onSaturday last, as we were likewise with the re 
of the Sedrah by another pupil (A. Myers) of the same establishment. 
ing of both lads reflects much credit on their preceptor Mr, Myers. 


pital, 
. Davil Salomons, and the Vice | 


between two conflicting parties : 


Arorers.—We learn from the Algerine Monitor that there wer 
Junuary 1840, one thousand Jews in Algiers ; 


thousand. 


3 shall reach the accuser. 
e On the Ist, of — 


| TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS, 

We have received the letter of the Rev. George Becket, 
beg to inform the Rev. gentleman that our correspondent’s intention was not to 

impute any sinister motive to him, but merely to shew the estimation in which the 
We regret to learn that notwithstanding the arduous exertions of the Commttee || pace? ee J y 

of the Orphan Asylum in Leman Street, the house the children at present occupy |) 

is in so dilapidated a state as to be scarcely tenantable, Surely so desereing an | 

‘institution will not be allowed to remain long so; the generous public will, 


in reply to which, we 
proceedings of the Hebrew seceders are held by the representatives of the christian 


Hesrew Stupent—Cambridge—Can procure the with points from 
doubtless, come forward as they ever do, and by a liberal subscription enable the | Berlin, or through the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle, Mr. M. J. Raphael and 


elli P Sola have an Englis anslati 
committee to procure a more suitable dwelling for the numerous children under | coe cosa “ et nglish translation in manuscript. 
A Curaistian Exquirnes.— How do you do,’ 
Pe you,” are idioms peculiar tothe English language; the terms corresponding to 


ows What’s o'cleck,” 


and very well, thank 


R. N. A.—Norwich—is thanked for his suggestion, the value of which we 


E, S's letter is, we regret, too long for insertion.—He will perceive, however, 


We shall be glad to hear further from Sigma. 


If “ Vinpicator” had written under feelings of less excitement, and a greater 
share of calm deliberation, he would not have fallen into that uncharitable tenor 
We were .|| of argument which he mistakenly imputes to us; he ought to be aware that we are 

| prayers already confidently intrusted with the real name of our correspondent Honestas, 
ading upon whose authority we inserted the statement made ; had Vinpicator adopted 
The train- the same candid course, we should have been happy to become the mediator 


. if he thinks proper to adopt this mode, he may 
rely on the strictest confidence, and his refutation, under the assumed signature, 


their number was formerly six 


New Soutn Wates.—The Jews at Sydney have raised the sum of three 
thousand pounds towards the erection of a Synagogue there. 


sufficient to cover the required expenses. 


how highly they appreciate the exertions of Mr. Poole, 


a vote of thanks to 


- SU | Reynolds, Bookseller, Church Row 
This will be nearly 


H. Abrahams, Hebrew Booksell 
The committee of management to siete: | ’ Ww bookseller, 25, Houndsditch; L. Raphael, Crown Street. 


. | | in their favour, 
im, and presented him with a superb piece of pla 


have passed | 
te. | 
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